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Abstract 

 

 This study elaborates the pronunciation variations in the group of same letters 

beginning with „L‟ alphabet in various English words. The group of same letters beginning 

with „L‟ alphabet in various English words, having pronunciation variations, are eighteen in 

numbers which are - la, lau, lde, le, lea, leo, li, lia, lie, lig, lla, lle, lli, llo, llu, lo, lu and ly. 

These eighteen groups of same letters beginning with the select „L‟ alphabet in various 

English words, having pronunciation variations, have been notified with two hundred and 

sixty-three examples including English words and their phonetic transcriptions which will 

assist in enhancing the English language learners‟ understanding in the select matter of 

exploration. The hypothesis, objectives, methodology, significance and findings of this study 

have been incorporated. The end part of this article is the conclusion and references. 

 

Keywords: Elaborate, Enhance, Exploration, Understanding, Variations. 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

 The English language appears to be difficult as it has a group of same letters in 

various words having pronunciation variations. No one can pronounce the English word 

correctly after encountering that word first time without consulting / referring the exact 

relevant sources like teachers, native speakers, dictionaries, online sources, etc. due to the 

pronunciation variations in the group of same letters in various English words. This study is 

an attempt to notify some of such group of same letters in various English words having 

pronunciation variations. As the select topic of this study is limited to the „L‟ alphabet 

beginning group of same letters, there are eighteen group of same letters beginning with „L‟ 

alphabet, i.e., la, lau, lde, le, lea, leo, li, lia, lie, lig, lla, lle, lli, llo, llu, lo, lu and ly in various 

two hundred and sixty-three English words having pronunciation variations. These have been 

elaborated suitably with phonetic transcriptions. 

 

Hypothesis: 

 There are pronunciation variations in the group of same letters beginning with „L‟ 

alphabet in various English words. 
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Objectives: 

 To notify the group of same letters beginning with „L‟ alphabet in various English words 

having pronunciation variations. 

 To elaborate them with examples including English words and their phonetic 

transcriptions. 

 

Methodology: 

 Deliberate sampling method is used while selecting the present topic and samples. 

The qualitative research method is used while presenting the data. 

 

 

 

Significance: 

 This study is significant as it enables the learners of English language to peruse the 

pronunciation variations in the eighteen group of same letters beginning with „L‟ alphabet in 

various two hundred and sixty-three English words. It offers a better opportunity to English 

language learners to find all such items at one place and assists them in enhancing their 

understanding in the select matter of exploration. 

 

Findings: 

 The group of same letters beginning with „L‟ alphabet in various English words, 

having pronunciation variations, are eighteen in numbers which are elaborated, with two 

hundred and sixty-three examples including English words and their phonetic transcriptions, 

as follows: 

 

Table - 1 ‘L’ Alphabet and Particulars with Pronunciation Variations 

 

S. 

N. 

Group of 

Same Letters 

Pronunciation 

Variations 

Examples 

Words 
Phonetic 

Transcriptions 

1 la 

 

/lɑː/ Alarm /əˈlɑːm/ 

/læ/ Alas /əˈlæs/ 

/lə/ Circular /ˈsɜːkjələ(r)/ 

/leɪ/ Circulate /ˈsɜːkjəleɪt/ 

/læ/ Dilapidated /dɪˈlæpɪdeɪtɪd/ 

/leɪ/ Dilate /daɪˈleɪt/ 

/læ/ Elasticity /ˌiːlæˈstɪsəti/ 

/leɪ/ Elated /ɪˈleɪtɪd/ 

/lə/ Formula /ˈfɔːmjələ/ 

/leɪ/ Formulate /ˈfɔːmjuleɪt/ 

/lə/ Granular /ˈɡrænjələ(r)/ 

/leɪ/ Granulated sugar /ˌɡrænjuleɪtɪd ˈʃʊɡə(r)/ 

/leə/ Hilarious /hɪˈleəriəs/ 

/læ/ Hilarity /hɪˈlærəti/ 

/lə/ Jubilant /ˈdʒuːbɪlənt/ 

/leɪ/ Jubilation /ˌdʒuːbɪˈleɪʃn/ 
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/leɪ/ Labial /ˈleɪbiəl/ 

/lə/ Laboratory /ləˈbɒrətri/ 

/læ/ Labyrinth /ˈlæbərɪnθ/ 

/lɑː/ Lager /ˈlɑːɡə(r)/ 

/leɪ/ Legislation /ˌledʒɪsˈleɪʃn/ 

/lə/ Legislative /ˈledʒɪslətɪv/ 

/lə/ Malady /ˈmælədi/ 

/leə/ Malaria /məˈleəriə/ 

/leɪ/ Manipulate /məˈnɪpjuleɪt/ 

/lə/ Manipulative /məˈnɪpjələtɪv/ 

/lə/ Molar /ˈməʊlə(r)/ 

/læ/ Molasses /məˈlæsɪz/ 

/læ/ Outlandish /aʊtˈlændɪʃ/ 

/lɑː/ Outlast /ˌaʊtˈlɑːst/ 

/lə/ Palate /ˈpælət/ 

/leɪ/ Palatial /pəˈleɪʃəl/ 

/lə/ Popular /ˈpɒpjələ(r)/ 

/læ/ Popularity /ˌpɒpjuˈlærəti/ 

/leɪ/ Populate /ˈpɒpjuleɪt/ 

/lə/ Regular /ˈreɡjələ(r)/ 

/leɪ/ Regulate /ˈreɡjuleɪt/ 

/læ/ Relapse /rɪˈlæps/ 

/leɪ/ Relate /rɪˈleɪt/ 

/lə/ Relative /ˈrelətɪv/ 

/lə/ Similar /ˈsɪmələ(r)/ 

/læ/ Similarity /ˌsɪməˈlærəti/ 

/lə/ Stimulant /ˈstɪmjələnt/ 

/leɪ/ Stimulate /ˈstɪmjuleɪt/ 

/lə/ Tabular /ˈtæbjələ(r)/ 

/leɪ/ Tabulate /ˈtæbjuleɪt/ 

/lə/ Vigilant /ˈvɪdʒɪlənt/ 

/læ/ Vigilante /ˌvɪdʒɪˈlænti/ 

2 lau /lɑː/ Laughter /ˈlɑːftə(r)/ 

/lɔː/ Launch /lɔːntʃ/ 

3 lde /ldə/ Elderly /ˈeldəli/ 

/ldɪ/ Eldest /ˈeldɪst/ 

4 le 

 

/l/ Ale /eɪl/ 

/lɜː/ Alert /əˈlɜːt/ 

/liː/ Athlete / ˈæθliːt/ 

/le/ Athletic /æθˈletɪk/ 

/lɪ/ Celebration /ˌselɪˈbreɪʃn/ 

/le/ Celebrity /səˈlebrəti/ 

/lə/ Celery /ˈseləri/ 

/lə/ Cholera /ˈkɒlərə/ 

/le/ Cholesterol /kəˈlestərɒl/ 
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/lɪ/ Delegation /ˌdelɪˈɡeɪʃn/ 

/liː/ Delete /dɪˈliːt/ 

/le/ Electrostatic /ɪˌlektrəʊˈstætɪk/ 

/lɪ/ Elegant /ˈelɪɡənt/ 

/lə/ Elegy /ˈelədʒi/ 

/le/ Legacy /ˈleɡəsi/ 

/liː/ Legal /ˈliːɡl/ 

/l/ Mole /məʊl/ 

/lɪ/ Molecule /ˈmɒlɪkjuːl/ 

/le/ Molest /məˈlest/ 

/l/ Pale /peɪl/ 

/lə/ Palette /ˈpælət/ 

/lɪ/ Relegate /ˈrelɪɡeɪt/ 

/le/ Relent /rɪˈlent/ 

/lə/ Relevant /ˈreləvənt/ 

/l/ Supple /ˈsʌpl/ 

/lɪ/ Supplement /ˈsʌplɪmənt/ 

/lɪ/ Telegraph /ˈtelɪɡrɑːf/ 

/le/ Telepathy /təˈlepəθi/ 

/l/ Vale /veɪl/ 

/lɪ/ Valediction /ˌvælɪˈdɪkʃən/ 

/lə/ Valency /ˈveɪlənsi/ 

5 lea /liː/ Lead /liːd/ 

/le/ Lead /led/ 

/lɜː/ Learn /lɜːn/ 

/le/ Unleaded /ʌnˈledɪd/ 

/liː/ Unleash /ʌnˈliːʃ/ 

6 leo /le/ Leopard /ˈlepəd/ 

/liːə/ Leotard /ˈliːətɑːd/ 

7 li 

 

/lɪ/ Airlift /ˈeəlɪft/ 

/laɪ/ Airline /ˈeəlaɪn/ 

/li/ Alias /ˈeɪliəs/ 

/ lə/ Alibi / ˈæləbaɪ/ 

/lɪ/ Alimentary canal /ˌælɪmentəri kəˈnæl/ 

/lɪ/ Commercialism /kəˈmɜːʃəlɪzəm/ 

/laɪ/ Commercialize /kəˈmɜːʃəlaɪz/ 

/lɪ/ Elicit /iˈlɪsɪt/ 

/liː/ Elite /eɪˈliːt/ 

/la/ Enlightenment /ɪnˈlaɪtnmənt/ 

/lɪ/ Enlist /ɪnˈlɪst/ 

/lɪ/ Eyelid /ˈaɪlɪd/ 

/laɪ/ Eyeliner /ˈaɪlaɪnə(r)/ 

/lɪ/ Facilitate /fəˈsɪlɪteɪt/ 

/lə/ Facility /fəˈsɪləti/ 

/lɪ/ Finalist /ˈfaɪnəlɪst/ 
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/laɪ/ Finalize /ˈfaɪnəlaɪz/ 

/la/ Floodlight /ˈflʌdlaɪt/ 

/lɪ/ Floodlit /ˈflʌdlɪt/ 

/li/ Foliage /ˈfəʊliɪdʒ/ 

/lɪ/ Folic acid /ˌfɒlɪk ˈæsɪd/ 

/li/ Humiliate /hjuːˈmɪlieɪt/ 

/lə/ Humility /hjuːˈmɪləti/ 

/lɪ/ Idealism /aɪˈdiːəlɪzəm/ 

/laɪ/ Idealize /aɪˈdiːəlaɪz/ 

/lɪ/ Industrialist /ɪnˈdʌstriəlɪst/ 

/laɪ/ Industrialize /ɪnˈdʌstrɪəlaɪz/ 

/lə/ Legality /liːˈɡæləti/ 

/laɪ/ Legalize /ˈliːɡəlaɪz/ 

/laɪ/ Libel /ˈlaɪbl/ 

/lɪ/ Liberal /ˈlɪbərəl/ 

/læ/ Lingerie /ˈlænʒəri/ 

/lɪ/ Malice /ˈmælɪs/ 

/laɪ/ Malign /məˈlaɪn/ 

/lɪ/ Materialism /məˈtɪəriəlɪzəm/ 

/laɪ/ Materialize /məˈtɪərɪəlaɪz/ 

/lɪ/ Militant /ˈmɪlɪtənt/ 

/lə/ Military /ˈmɪlətri/ 

/lɪ/ Moralistic /ˌmɒrəˈlɪstɪk/ 

/lə/ Morality /məˈræləti/ 

/laɪ/ Moralize /ˈmɒrəlaɪz/ 

/lə/ Nationality /ˌnæʃəˈnæləti/ 

/laɪ/ Nationalize /ˈnæʃnəlaɪz/ 

/lə/ Normality /nɔːˈmæləti/ 

/laɪ/ Normalize /ˈnɔːməlaɪz/ 

/laɪ/ Outline /ˈaʊtlaɪn/ 

/lɪ/ Outlive /ˌaʊtˈlɪv/ 

/lə/ Personality /ˌpɜːsəˈnæləti/ 

/laɪ/ Personalize /ˈpɜːsənəlaɪz/ 

/liː/ Police /pəˈliːs/ 

/lə/ Policy /ˈpɒləsi/ 

/laɪ/ Polite /pəˈlaɪt/ 

/lɪ/ Qualitative /ˈkwɒlɪtətɪv/ 

/lə/ Quality /ˈkwɒləti/ 

/li/ Salient /ˈseɪliənt/ 

/laɪ/ Saline /ˈseɪlaɪn/ 

/lɪ/ Solicitor /səˈlɪsɪtə(r)/ 

/lə/ Solitary /ˈsɒlətri/ 

/lə/ Speciality /ˌspeʃiˈæləti/ 

/laɪ/ Specialize /ˈspeʃəlaɪz/ 

/lə/ Stability /stəˈbɪləti/ 
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/laɪ/ Stabilize /ˈsteɪbəlaɪz/ 

/laɪ/ Sterilize /ˈsterəlaɪz/ 

/lɪ/ Sterling /ˈstɜːlɪŋ/ 

/lɪ/ Symbolic /sɪmˈbɒlɪk/ 

/laɪ/ Symbolize /ˈsɪmbəlaɪz/ 

/laɪ/ Unlikely /ʌnˈlaɪkli/ 

/lɪ/ Unlimited /ʌnˈlɪmɪtɪd/ 

/lə/ Utility /juːˈtɪləti/ 

/laɪ/ Utilize /ˈjuːtəlaɪz/ 

8 lia 

 

/lieɪ/ Conciliation /kənˌsɪliˈeɪʃn/ 

/liə/ Conciliatory /kənˈsɪliətəri/ 

/liə/ Familiar /fəˈmɪliə(r)/ 

/lɪæ/ Familiarity /fəmɪlɪˈærəti/ 

9 lie /laɪ/ Belie /bɪˈlaɪ/ 

/liː/ Belief /bɪˈliːf/ 

10 lig /laɪ/ Lightweight /ˈlaɪtweɪt/ 

/lɪɡ/ Lignite /ˈlɪɡnaɪt/ 

11 lla 

 

/læ/ Collaborate /kəˈlæbəreɪt/ 

/lɑː/ Collage /ˈkɒlɑːʒ/ 

/lə/ Collagen /ˈkɒlədʒən/ 

/leɪ/ Collate /kəˈleɪt/ 

/læ/ Monosyllabic /ˌmɒnəsɪˈlæbɪk/ 

/lə/ Monosyllable /ˈmɒnəsɪləbl/ 

12 lle 

 

/le/ Allege /əˈledʒ/ 

/liː/ Allegiance /əˈliːdʒəns/ 

/lə/ Allegory / ˈæləɡəri/ 

/lɜː/ Allergic /əˈlɜːdʒɪk/ 

/lə/ Ballerina /ˌbæləˈriːnə/ 

/leɪ/ Ballet /ˈbæleɪ/ 

/lɪ/ Bullet /ˈbʊlɪt/ 

/lə/ Bulletin /ˈbʊlətɪn/ 

/le/ Collector /kəˈlektə(r)/ 

/lɪ/ College /ˈkɒlɪdʒ/ 

/lɪ/ Illegality /ˌɪlɪˈɡæləti/ 

/le/ Illegible /ɪˈledʒəbl/ 

/lə/ Illegitimate /ˌɪləˈdʒɪtəmət/ 

/le/ Millennium /mɪˈleniəm/ 

/lɪ/ Millet /ˈmɪlɪt/ 

/l/ Skilled /skɪld/ 

/lɪ/ Skillet /ˈskɪlɪt/ 

13 lli /lə/ Pollinate /ˈpɒləneɪt/ 

/lɪ/ Polling /ˈpəʊlɪŋ/ 

14 llo 

 

/lə/ Allocate /ˈæləkeɪt/ 

/lɒ/ Allot /əˈlɒt/ 

/la/ Allow /əˈlaʊ/ 
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/lɔ/ Alloy /ˈælɔɪ/ 

/lə/ Collocation /ˌkɒləˈkeɪʃn/ 

/ləʊ/ Colloquial /kəˈləʊkwiəl/ 

/lɒ/ Shallot /ʃəˈlɒt/ 

/lə/ Shallow /ˈʃæləʊ/ 

15 llu 

 

/ljə/ Cellular /ˈseljələ(r)/ 

/lju/ Cellulose /ˈseljuləʊs/ 

/luː/ Illusory /ɪˈluːsəri/ 

/lə/ Illustrate /ˈɪləstreɪt/ 

16 lo 

 

 

/ləʊ/ Alone /əˈləʊn/ 

/lɒ/ Along /əˈlɒŋ/ 

/lɒ/ Analogue /ˈænəlɒɡ/ 

/lə/ Analogy /əˈnælədʒi/ 

/lɒ/ Belongings /bɪˈlɒŋɪŋz/ 

/lʌ/ Beloved /bɪˈlʌvd/ 

/lɒ/ Biological /baɪəˈlɒdʒɪkl/ 

/lə/ Biologist /baɪˈɒlədʒɪst/ 

/lɒ/ Chronological /ˌkrɒnəˈlɒdʒkl/ 

/lə/ Chronology /krəˈnɒlədʒi/ 

/ləʊ/ Cologne /kəˈləʊn/ 

/lə/ Colonist /ˈkɒlənɪst/ 

/lɒ/ Colossal /kəˈlɒsl/ 

/lə/ Dislocate /ˈdɪsləkeɪt/ 

/lɒ/ Dislodge /dɪsˈlɒdʒ/ 

/lə/ Elocution /ˌeləˈkjuːʃn/ 

/lɒ/ Elongate /ˈiːlɒŋɡeɪt/ 

/ləʊ/ Elope /ɪˈləʊp/ 

/ləʊ/ Halo /ˈheɪləʊ/ 

/lə/ Halogen /ˈhælədʒən/ 

/ləʊ/ Kilo- /ˈkɪləʊ/ 

/lə/ Kilohertz /ˈkɪləhɜːts/ 

/lɒ/ Lobby /ˈlɒbi/ 

/ləʊ/ Lobe /ləʊb/ 

/lʌ/ Lovable /ˈlʌvəbl/ 

/lɒ/ Melodic /məˈlɒdɪk/ 

/ləʊ/ Melodious /məˈləʊdiəs/ 

/lə/ Melodrama /ˈmelədrɑːmə/ 

/lɒ/ Pathological /ˌpæθəˈlɒdʒɪkl/ 

/lə/ Pathologist /pəˈθɒlədʒɪst/ 

/lə/ Pharmacology /ˌfɑːməˈkɒlədʒi/ 

/lɒ/ Pharmacological /ˌfɑːməkəˈlɒdʒɪkl/ 

/ləʊ/ Philo /ˈfɪləʊ/ 

/lɒ/ Philosopher /fəˈlɒsəfə(r)/ 

/lə/ Philosophical /ˌfɪləˈsɒfɪkl/ 

/lɒ/ Psychological /ˌsaɪkəˈlɒdʒɪkl/ 
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/lə/ Psychologist /saɪˈkɒlədʒɪst/ 

/lə/ Toxicology /ˌtɒksɪˈkɒlədʒi/ 

/lɒ/ Toxicological /ˌtɒksɪkəˈlɒʤɪkl/ 

17 lu 

 

/lə/ Alum / ˈæləm/ 

/lʌ/ Alumna /əˈlʌmnə/ 

/luː/ Delude /dɪˈluːd/ 

/ljuː/ Deluge /ˈdeljuːdʒ/ 

/lʌ/ De luxe /ˌdəˈlʌks/ 

/luː/ Lubricant /ˈluːbrɪkənt/ 

/lʌ/ Luck /lʌk/ 

/ljə/ Soluble /ˈsɒljəbl/ 

/luː/ Solution /səˈluːʃn/ 

/ljuː/ Volume /ˈvɒljuːm/ 

/luː/ Voluminous /vəˈluːmɪnəs/ 

/lə/ Voluntary /ˈvɒləntri/ 

18 ly 

 

/laɪ/ Analyse /ˈænəlaɪz/ 

/lə/ Analysis /əˈnæləsɪs/ 

/lɪ/ Analytical /ˌænəˈlɪtɪkl/ 

/li/ Polyester /ˌpɒliˈestə(r)/ 

/lɪ/ Polygamy /pəˈlɪɡəmi/ 

/lə/ Psychoanalysis /ˌsaɪkəʊəˈnæləsɪs/ 

/lɪ/ Psychoanalyst /ˌsaɪkəʊˈænəlɪst/ 

 

 The data, placed in the table, well describes the select topic of the present study. Two 

hundred and sixty-three examples including English words and their phonetic transcriptions 

in the table suitably elaborate the eighteen group of same letters beginning with „L‟ alphabet, 

i.e., la, lau, lde, le, lea, leo, li, lia, lie, lig, lla, lle, lli, llo, llu, lo, lu and ly in various English 

words having pronunciation variations. 

 

Conclusion 

 The presentation in this study mentions the eighteen group of same letters beginning 

with „L‟ alphabet, i.e., la, lau, lde, le, lea, leo, li, lia, lie, lig, lla, lle, lli, llo, llu, lo, lu and ly in 

various two hundred and sixty-three English words having pronunciation variations. 

Obviously, they open with the „L‟ alphabet and possess pronunciation variations. The 

hypothesis testing and objectives achievement is obtained by tabulating eighteen group of 

same letters beginning with „L‟ alphabet and two hundred and sixty-three examples including 

English words and their phonetic transcriptions. In short, this study will assist in enhancing 

the English language learners‟ understanding in the select matter of exploration. 
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