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Abstract  

The writings of Jhumpa Lahiri are about diasporic Bengali migrants settled in the United 

States and their tense relationship. She is amongst those writers who are aware of the idea of 

diaspora, its contradiction, numerous possibilities of alienation and assimilation, going again 

to various styles of memory, the marginal and the significant, which all we observe in her 

Pulitzer Prize-triumphing fiction Interpreter of Maladies. The collection of short stories 

expresses the contradictions in the simplest way, complexities, and ambivalences of the 

Bengali diaspora in Boston, but also about diaspora often occurring abroad and even in a 

single's very own residence in the opposite circumstances when the second generation of 

Immigrants visits India. Lahiri has presented the human relationship from every dimension. 

The perception of relation changes its role from Indian to Western, upper class to middle 

class, and from first migrated generation to the second generation. It is essentially about those 

who are related to moving from one society and adjusting to other.  

Keywords: Diaspora, cultural shock, tensed relations, Exile, Immigrant, Interpreter of 
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Diaspora forms a crucial facet in a relationship's quality leading to a more comprehensive 

understanding of the idea of relationship quality as a whole. Though it is not the sole factor 

causing impacts, the whole gamut of issues like finance, inter-dependability, emotional state, 

trust, and family bonding directly influences problems arising out of culture. When one lives 

in a foreign culture, these issues get more complicated. 

“Tightly knit, gripping narrative, sharply outlined and varied characters, a refreshingly 

unsentimental approach, irony, humor, and impersonal compassion? these make for a clean-

limbed classic quality a little unusual in an age of flamboyance.” (telegraphindia.com)The 

existing emptiness will try and hint at the diasporic sensibility pondered in the nine 

testimonies in the series. It is compiled within the framework of its four factors, specifically, 

sense of Alienation and Displacement, Nostalgia and Cultural Assimilation, identity disaster, 

and circle of relative relationship and Intergenerational gap.  

It has obtained wonderful acclaim from readers and critics. The anthology has a great subtitle, 

and testimonies from Bengal Boston and Beyond. The name indicates an enormous variety of 

her memories across the continents having their locale in London, Boston, Calcutta, and even 

Dacca. The phrase 'past' points out the universality of her stories which tells us about the lives 

of immigrants navigating between the indigenous culture that they inherited and the new one 

that affects them to numerous degrees. 

In her debut, short story collection Lahiri delicately treated the experience of alienation and 

has additionally focused on relationships in the local milieu. Evaluation of these tales might 

reveal how the element of alienation and displacement contributes to fostering the diasporic 

sensibility of the first and second-generation Indian immigrants settled in America. Mhatre 

points out that Lahiri writes "with thoughtfulness and awareness of the differences between 

second-generation immigrant families and their elders". (Mhatre 205) 

The issues of relationships can be looked upon from the immediate effect of politics. In 

Interpreter Of Maladies Jhumpa Lahiri shows the diligence of cultural traits in particularly 

Asians and their ethnic groups. This book is the odyssey of the migrants who cross the border 

and are caught between tradition and modernity.." She focuses on the mindscape of 

characters and the 'human dilemma' (Das 18) in their broader contexts. 
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In the contemporary urban Indian society, socio-psychological aspects pressurizes youngsters 

to look upon the relationship from the practical outlook where the dependency on a female is 

decreasing day by day. Looking at the current situation of society, we can divide it into two 

areas Upper-class society and Lower class society. From the literary point of view, observing 

characters belonging to both classes of society maintains a major gap in handling their 

relationships. The importance of the relationship is different in both cases. As the author has 

beautifully portrayed the character, belonging to both societies Mr. Kapasi is a taxi driver, a 

very common Indian citizen surviving unsuccessfully and hooked on his personal and 

professional relationships but never complaints, on the other hand, it has been observed that 

an Indian Couple belongs to upper society resides in America has no respect towards any 

relation. Urban areas are dealing with complex relations as compared to rural areas.  

Complex relationships, broken relationships, Love triangles, frustration, and disputes are very 

common and the reflection of such relationships can be seen in the stories, where an Indian 

guy starts an affair while shopping for his family members. In such cases there is no sense of 

responsibility or guilt can be seen. These monumental relationships give them a change in 

their hectic schedule. Protagonists want to run away from their actual circumstances so rather 

than accepting them, they start avoiding them by engaging somewhere else. The generation 

gap proves that the second generation has no patience and warmth toward their partner. They 

are simply leading their life accordingly they don't even bother about culture and society. 

These days world as an international village encourages the sensation of being domestic in 

the multi-ethnic metropolitan cities of the sector and it is in those conditions that the outside 

condition of displacement becomes of less significance and the inner instances, that are the 

psychological situation of the thoughts, get importance. According to India Today 'Lahiri 

writes scintillating prose: "Instead of a knife she used a blade that curved like the prow of a 

Viking ship, sailing to battle in distant seas.” (India Today) This mental situation of the 

displaced individual reflects his or her alienation from the overseas land. It should be 

mentioned that this sense of loneliness and alienation in a relationship differs from character 

to person and generations of the diaspora. The alienation in relations because of displacement 

may be become the main element of Diasporic Sensibility.  
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The tale 'A temporary matter' reflects the alienation and loneliness that immigrants face in an 

overseas land. The marriage bond is nonetheless taken into consideration holy in India is 

breaking down under the pressure of the latest needs confronted by second-era immigrants in 

an alien land. 

The story offers the lifestyles of Shukumar and Shobha in Boston. The brief notion is that 

their energy might be cut off for an hour for the next five days. The story is restrained to the   

5 days of young couple, while there was no energy for an hour. It's miles in the course of 

those 5-days, Shukumar and Shobha come closer after the day's busy timetable. In the 

darkness, they play the game telling each other a mysterious story from or their past life 

experience. Shukumar welcomed this idea and planned for an hour, as darkness could convey 

them nearer notwithstanding the discrepancy regarded their dating. In the darkness, they 

might share internal emotions of their minds to each other. They accepted the opportunity 

presented by way of the electricity cut, but on the fifth day morning, it turned into declared 

that there might be no power cut on that night as the road was restored beforehand of its 

scheduled time. The statement saddened Shukumar, however, he stayed in the darkroom from 

8 p.m. and waited for the rest. After their dinner, Shobha switched on the light and she 

decided to live in a separate room. She was bored stiff of the situation and now she wished to 

spend some time in her own space. This choice disenchanted Shukumar. 

 The idea of telling her to play the game by telling the story he has kept a secret from her. The 

name of the game changed into that she had started discussing about their still born child, 

which he has not discussed with her as it might have greatly surprised her then. Shukumar 

instructed her secret as the text describes; “our baby was a boy. His pores and skin were pink 

than brown. He had black hair on his head. He weighed nearly five pounds. His arms have 

been curled shut, just like yours in the night”. (Lahiri, 22) 

Shobha gave him confused look and stood up to become the lights off. She came returned to 

the desk and sat down, and after a second Shukumar joined her. The story ends with the 

words; „.. .they wept collectively, for the matters they now knew.‟ (Lahiri, 22) 

This story shows the marital disharmony or lack of communication in a wedding of second 

generation expatriate couple which resulted in a state of alienation for both. Shobha and 

Shukumar, a Bengali expatriate had met four years ago in the lecture hall in Cambridge, 
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where a group of Bengali poets were giving their presentation. They decided to marry at the 

first meeting and within three years of their marriage, they'd lost their only child at birth. This 

incident proved a shocking experience for Shobha and resulted in a lack of communication in 

their marriage. Shobha changed into installing greater hours at paintings and indulging in a 

further challenge.  

On the other hand, Shukumar became slowly lowering himself into seclusion and a state of 

being inactive. The couple turn out to be reserved in nature and use to remain far away from 

each other and discovered that they now had not nothing special to talk about. It is in this 

worrying state of conjugal members of the family, they have acquired the attention of 

electricity-cut and made the best use of it. This power cut offers them a whole lot of needed 

possibilities to take their place collectively. The couple starts to evolve to proportion their 

beyond, their acts of omission and the little lies. With the help of newly started 

communication, the damaged dating was restored. Their exchange of confession had 

progressed the weakened courting of Shukumar and Shobha. 

Lahiri has superbly depicted the unexpected closeness in the relationship between Shukumar 

and Shobha. Listening to the news about their dead male infant touches Shobha and she feels 

a sense of belonging all over again. Lack of such feel resulted in emotional exile. In the tale, 

we find the marriage of an Indian American couple, now settled in the United States beneath 

an exceptional strain. The distinction between Indian and American mindsets towards 

marriage has become the principal cause for loss of communication in their married lifestyles. 

 For Indians, marriage is the joining together of two families primarily based on the notion, 

willpower, and sacrifice for each different, however, for individuals man or woman freedom 

is a whole lot greater essential than included family. Relations as described in the dictionary, 

“The relationship between two people or groups is the way in which they feel and behave 

towards each other.” (Collins dictionary)  It's far below the effect of urban lifestyle; marriage 

becomes a transient count number for Shukumar and Shobha. The insecurity and uncertainty 

in the dating of an Indian couple living in the US mirror the unsteady existence in exile. 

Affect by the western concept of marriage Shukumar and Shobha couldn't able to deal with 

the lack of their firstborn infant and this effect they answered my part to this tragic incident, 

instead of sharing the grief, that's in step with Indian Philosophy the base of any human 
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dating. The name 'A temporary matter' may be considered a comment on the temperament of 

temporary marriages in the west. 

Within the story, Shobha is representing the standard of an American woman, which is why 

after apprehending the difficulty she gets along with Shukumar, she decides to stay on her 

own. It displays a conflict of cultures, however, when she became aware of the secret of her 

lifeless son, she found out how a whole lot of Shukumar nonetheless loved her. 

Notwithstanding her Western outlook and education, we get the impression that also she 

favored some Indian ideas. Shukumar additionally felt guilt whilst he rips one picture of a girl 

from the magazine and continues it for weeks concealed inside his book. 

The whole tale is a profound examination of human psychology. The Americanized Bengali 

couple displays the tendency of traditional Diaspora wherein the characters convey a kind 

Indian character with them. Each, geographical and emotional exile is faithfully portrayed by 

the author.Shobha and Shukumar‟s alienation from Bengali tradition ends up glaring in their 

first meeting itself. It become in Cambridge where a group of Bengali poets has been giving a 

recital as the textual content describes Shukumar changed into quickly bored; he became not 

able to decipher the literary diction, and couldn‟t be part of the rest of the target market as 

they signed and nodded...‟ (Lahiri13) 

After the tragic incident, Shoba and Shukumar were additionally displaced psychologically. 

In a period of a few months, they have made their habits that are primarily based on 

avoidance of each other. The incident has altered their married lifestyles. The group of 

marriage that hyperlinks them together become losing its significance in an alien location. 

The tragedy of such couples is that during such occasions shows these displaced characters 

do not get appropriate assistance circle of relatives, friends, and loved ones in a foreign land. 

This resulted in alienation underneath the impact of which the bond of marriage commonly 

breaks down amidst modern and urbanized occasions in a western land nevertheless, the 

relationship between couples usually becomes a very complicated one when they face the 

challenges after migration. Vinoda explains that Lahiri's fiction "confronts the basic questions 

about identity in the second generation" (Vinoda 2) and that the second generation Indians 

strive to blend, fit in, and assimilate. Vinoda also explains that Lahiri's fiction "confronts the 

basic questions about identity in the first generation." 
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The story „When Mr.Pirzada Came to Dine' explores the isolation and loneliness of the 

Scientist Researcher who leaves his domestic and circle of relatives to do research work in 

the United States, and the anxiety he goes through when the clouds of battle start looming 

over East Pakistan. The story brings forth the aspect of homesickness and departure right into 

a private world of recollections. 

The tale portrays the man, Mr.Pirzada who suffers from the ache of separation from his own 

family, wife, and seven daughters who are in his hometown Dacca. His homesickness is 

visible at his dinner with Lilia's parents as he keeps his pocket watch, as the text describes; 

“...set to the neighborhood time in Dacca, 11 hours beforehand, „on his folded paper serviette 

on the espresso table.” (Lahiri 30) 

Lilia remembers how her parents and Pirzada watched the advent of Bangladesh in 1971, 

violence and deaths on TV with gloomy hearts, and shared their emotions of displacement. 

To keep away from alienation, Lahiri conveys the need of each immigrant for the purpose of 

the contributors belonging to similar cultural surroundings within the land of exile. Out of his 

search for a residence, Lilia's father and Mr.Pirzada got in contact with each other and shared 

their feelings of alienation and displacement. 

The next story „Interpreter of Maladies’ is all approximately Indian American couple- Mr. 

Das, his wife Mrs. Mina, and their three kids Tina, Ronny, and Bobby is set in Puri, wherein 

the couple hires a taxi with vacationer to visit the famous Sun temple at Konark. Throughout 

their communication on the course, the couple discovers that Mr.Kapasi except for his part-

time profession as a guide works as an interpreter in a medical doctor's sanatorium wherein 

he translates the Gujarati spoken who are unable to communicate or express their problems to 

the doctor. Mr. Kapasi does now locate his career as an 'interpreter' something first-rate, but 

Mrs. Das has been fascinated by this part time job of Mr. Kapasi and defined it as „romantic‟ 

because of its intellectual nature. 

 Mrs. Das‟ comments on the job of Mr.Kapasi  and he was surprised, as even his wife had by 

no means proven any admiration for his talent as an interpreter, while Mrs. Das starts to take 

an interest in him, Mr.Kapasi starts evolved to visualize a romantic bond with her. His fancy 

is further advanced when the couple invites him to be included in the pictures that they take. 

Mrs. Das even asks him for his postal address so that she could mail him prints of pictures 
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from the United States. The real disaster comes when Mrs. Das discloses to him in the taxi, 

that one of her sons Bobby was conceived from her husband's Punjabi-Indian friend. 

Mrs.Das‟ try and hold this element as a pinnacle secret makes her stressed and fall out of 

marriage in addition to love with life. The tale is indicative in which Mrs. Das urges 

Mr.Kapasi to interpret her psychological illness, which makes her emotionally unwell in 

exile. 

In the essay "Culture's In-between, Bhabha states on cultural hybridization in the context to 

the third world migration:  

"The culture which develops on the new soil must therefore be baffling alike and different 

from the parent culture: it will be complicated sometimes by whatever relations are 

established with some native race and further by immigration from other than the original 

resource. In this way, peculiar types of culture – sympathy and cultural – dash appear.” (Eliot 

qtd. in Bhabha 2010: 54) 

The episode of extra-marital relation and maintaining its mystery has psychologically 

affected Mrs. Das, now and then leading to her mental alienation and imbalance as she 

expresses her burden as the textual content depicts, “Don‟t you see? For eight years I haven‟t 

been able to express this to anybody, not to friends, certainly not to Raj. He doesn‟t even 

suspect it. I feel terrible looking at my children and Raj always terrible. I have terrible urges. 

Mr.Kapasi, One day, I had the urge to throw everything. Don‟t you think it is unhealthy?” 

(Lahiri, 55)Mr. Kapasi failed to suggest any cure and remedy for Mrs.Das' malady. All he can 

utter is, 'Is it pain you feel, Mrs. Das, or is it, guilt?'(Lahiri55) Mrs.Das‟ stillness on this 

question spoils the fantasy of Mr.Kapasi and thus puts an abrupt end to their odd relationship. 

The relationships among the family members of Lahiri‟s short stories are generally nuclear 

and the members belong to the acculturated second and third generations. Characters of 

testimonies positioned in the diasporic area belong to numerous ranges of cultural 

assimilation. Even though Mrs.Sen in „Mrs.Sen‟s‟ is a newcomer and profoundly rooted in 

Bengali Indian subculture, Shobha and Shukumar in „A transient depend‟ or Mr. And Mrs. 

Das in „Interpreter of Maladies’ are Americanised and have followed hybrid tradition. 

Shobha, for instance, has close white American friends like Gillian.  
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The couple's culinary habits and sharing of household responsibilities are signs of their 

assimilation. Lilia in 'while Mr.Pirzada came here to Dine' is born and brought up in the US 

and looks upon her mother and father's cultural exercise with some disbelief. Mr.Kapasi in 

„Interpreter of Maladies’ notices that Mr. and Mrs. Das, who is visiting India get dressed and 

communicate exceptionally, argue among themselves, and the wife calls her husband by his 

first name. Mr. Das presses Mr.Kapasi‟s hands like an American. Most of these recommend 

their variations from a commonplace Indian. those cultural specifications location of the 

characters in proper views. However, Lahiri is not involved handiest in cultural specs but she 

is likewise more interested in exploring the human mindscape of her characters and managing 

human predicaments. 

The cultural assimilation and spanning cultures and parallel worlds is excellently pondered in 

Lahiri‟s very last tale, 'The Third and final Continent,' which no longer only highlights the 

monetary problems and loneliness going through immigrants from India but also focuses their 

firm clear up to succeed and make a brand new existence for themselves in the USA. It must 

be referred to that Lahiri‟s motive is to show that even though this transition is not without a 

huge level of sacrifice; its achievement is because of the immigrant's capability to improvise, 

innovate, and stable exclusive aspects in their being. The tale is insightful in tone as the 

narrator, an elderly Indian man looks back on his existence and recollects his younger 

struggles to survive and additionally the companionship of fellow Bengalis, first as a pupil in 

England and then as a modestly paid librarian in Boston because the textual content narrates; 

“We lived in three or four a room, shared a single icy toilet, and took turns cooking pots of 

egg curry...On weekends, we lounged barefoot in drawstring pajamas, drinking tea...Some 

weekends the house was crammed with still more Bengalis to whom we had introduced 

ourselves at the greengrocer, or on the tube, and we made yet more egg curry.”(Lahiri173-

174) 

The narrator and his spouse have decided to develop a home in the USA, as American 

citizens who can accumulate social protection whilst it is time. His spouse adjusts to her new 

life and learns to no longer drapes the end of her sari over her head, or weeps at night for her 

dad and mom, and collectively they explore the town, meeting different Bengalis. 

alternatively, both Mr.Pirzada and Mrs.Sen are reluctant to be assimilated as they strongly 

constitute a nostalgia for a hometown left in the back and yearning for kinship bonds within 
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the maximum severe experience, while Lilia's parents have accustomed and reconciled two 

methods of being more effective, spotting their past, within the form of rituals and meals, but 

additionally acknowledging their gift by way of engaging in American traditions inclusive of 

Halloween and the case of the mother, going out to paintings. Lahiri closely exemplifies the 

components of nostalgia and cultural assimilation. 

In her depiction of the Das family, Lahiri shows the predicament of a diasporic that appears 

equally 'foreign' in each the land of his/her start and adoption. Das's family vacation in India 

reveals them as travelers whose responses and attitudes are typically American. Their 

reactions to their environment and their behavior enthrall their guide, Mr.Kapasi, who 

realizes that they're as overseas as a white American circle of relatives. Lahiri offers 

observational information that clearly describes the circle of relatives as being American 

because the textual content narrates; “The family regarded Indian however dressed as 

foreigners did, the children in stiff, brightly colored apparel and caps with translucent 

visors.”(Lahiri, 44) Notwithstanding being Indian, their tour to India isn't always an act of 

coming home or a nostalgic go back to roots, indifferent, impatient, and non-permanent 

interest. They're not diasporic, but Americanised second generation hybrids who in their 

simplest and outward interested in West rather than in their parent‟s who cannot discover 

emotionally sufficient methods to attach. 

Conclusion 

In the final evaluation, it may be argued that the existing paper has attempted to look at and 

interpret nine memories of Jhumpa Lahiri's debut short testimonies series within the context 

of four distinguished elements of diasporic sensibility that surfaced through her memories. 

The feeling of displacement and alienation located in most of the first generation immigrants, 

lots of whom were nostalgic, the sensation created a hurdle in their cultural assimilation. The 

mindset of natives closer to immigrants, intergenerational friction, has also been investigated 

within the context. This has additionally mentioned how Lahiri‟s stories dealt with the unique 

forms of nostalgia experienced by generations of the diaspora. A person's relationship may be 

evaluated by examining the quality of their relationships, which includes both their positive 

and negative perceptions of their ties. Nurture, affection, intimacy, health, comprehension, 

validation, care, and even forgiveness are crucial to the strength of a relationship. 
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