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Abstract 

In the narrative “Mahesh” by Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay, the bull named Mahesh transcends 

his role as an animal to become a symbolically charged entity within the tale. Set in the pastoral 

heartlands of Bengal, the story employs Mahesh to embody the tribulations and inherent dignity 

of the lower caste amidst societal and fiscal oppression. This story serves as a microcosm of the 

wider world, where underprivileged people's struggles are frequently disregarded or ignored. The 

story of Chattopadhyay is an appeal to acknowledge and confront the systemic inequalities that 

exist in our society. This analysis offers a thorough examination of the topics and characters in 

“Mahesh” demonstrating the breadth and depth of Chattopadhyay's writing. Readers are left 

feeling sympathetic toward Gafur by the novel, seeing the intricacy of his situation and the extent 

of his pain. Gafur proves to be a very complex and nuanced character in “Mahesh”. 

Chattopadhyay narrates a story where themes are both universal and unique to its location. 

Gafur's tale is a little representation of the human condition, capturing the pleasures and 

tragedies, as well as the virtues and vices that unite us all. Through Gafur, Chattopadhyay 

challenges readers to see past appearances and recognize the humanity that all people possess, 

regardless of their class or economic background. Gafur is a living example of the human spirit's 

resilience, and his tale serves as a potent reminder of the need for empathy and understanding in 

a society all too frequently characterized by brutality and indifference. The narrative, set in the 

bucolic landscapes of Bengal during the early 1900s, uses Tarkaratna to personify the deep-

seated inequities and brutal truths of the prevailing caste hierarchy. Serving as the zamindar‟s 

emissary, Tarkaratna exerts significant influence over the village populace, especially over those 

from lower social strata such as Gafur‟s family. 

Keywords: Short story, Characterization, Social realities, Pathos 

“Mahesh” by Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay is a poignant short story that delves into the 

complexities of power, poverty, and human struggle. Set in rural Bengal during the 1920s, the 

narrative revolves around the lives of Gophur, Mahesh (the bull), and Amina. The story 

highlights power dynamics in a hierarchical society. The insignificant zamindar (landlord) wields 

authority over the villagers, affecting their lives significantly. Gafoor Jolha, a poor resident, 

owns the bull Mahesh, whose plight becomes symbolic of the larger struggle faced by the 

marginalized. When Mahesh destroys trees belonging to another family, Gafoor faces a dilemma. 

The police threaten to sell Mahesh, revealing Gafoor‟s deep attachment to the bull. Amid 

scarcity of food and water during a hot and dry month, Gafoor‟s daughter, Amina, sacrifices her 

own food to feed Mahesh, emphasizing compassion and selflessness. Gafoor‟s refusal to sell 

Mahesh, even when offered money, showcases his unwavering commitment. However, 

desperation leads to a tragic climax: Gafoor kills Mahesh with a plough-head, representing the 
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breaking point for someone who has endured poverty and exploitation. Despite hardships, the 

story hints at an unrelenting hope for a better future. Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay skillfully 

captures the essence of human endurance and hope in this evocative tale. 

A potent critique of the socioeconomic circumstances in rural Bengal during 

Chattopadhyay's era may be found in the story “Mahesh”. Chattopadhyay examines issues like 

exploitation, poverty, and the relationship between humans and animals via the characters. Gafur 

is a very interesting figure since he personifies the human spirit's tenacity. He is really poor, but 

he still gives Mahesh a great deal of love and care, even though he finds it difficult to support his 

daughter and himself. This link emphasizes the reliance between humans and animals because it 

is not only based on economic need but also emotional dependence. “Gafoor Jolha lived on the 

edge of this field. The earthen wall of his house had collapsed, merging his yard with the road. 

The privacy of the inner chambers had all but surrendered itself to the mercy of the passer-by.” 

(Trans.: A. Sinha). In the tale, Mahesh the bull bears witness to its owner's agony without 

making any noise. Its incapacity to comprehend the intricacies of human civilization and its own 

place in it gives the story an additional tragic element. Not only are Shibbabu and Tarkaratna 

rivals, but they also stand for a system of society that doesn‟t care about the suffering of the least 

fortunate. Their behaviours and mindsets are a reflection of a system that prioritizes riches and 

prestige over empathy and compassion.  

The screaming and shouting brought Gafoor mian to the door, shivering with 

fever. An ancient acacia stood next to the broken wall, with a bull tethered to it. 

Pointing to it, Tarkaratna said, „What‟s all this? Have you forgotten this is a 

Hindu village with a Brahmin zamindar?‟ Red with rage and the heat, he could 

only be fiery with his words, but Gafoor stared at him, unable to understand the 

reason for the outburst. (Trans.: A. Sinha) 

This story serves as a microcosm of the wider world, where underprivileged people's struggles 

are frequently disregarded or ignored. The story of Chattopadhyay is an appeal to acknowledge 

and confront the systemic inequalities that exist in our society. This analysis offers a thorough 

examination of the topics and characters in “Mahesh” demonstrating the breadth and depth of 

Chattopadhyay's writing. The story's enduring popularity stems from its capacity to arouse a 

variety of emotions and inspire reflection on the nature of humanity. 

 

In the background of rural India's socioeconomic challenges, Gafur, the protagonist of 

Sharat Chandra Chattopadhyay's short story “Mahesh” is a very complicated figure whose life 

and deeds provide a window into the human condition. Every day is a struggle for Gafur against 

the harsh laws of nature and the inflexible systems of feudal landlordism. His village's ongoing 

drought not only serves as the story's backdrop but also plays a major role in determining Gafur 

and the other villagers' lives and outcomes. The heifer For Gafur, Mahesh represents more than 

just a beast of burden; it is a beloved friend, a source of his pride, and his means of subsistence. 

The strong emotional relationships that may develop between people and animals are reflected in 

Gafur's relationship with Mahesh, which goes beyond the practical.  

Gafoor seemed to lose his power of speech at this cruel accusation. A little later 

he said haltingly, „I did get some hay this year, but Karta moshai took it away to 

pay for taxes left over from last year. I fell at his feet, I said, “Babu moshai, 

you‟re the supreme authority, where will I go if I leave your kingdom, give me at 
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least a little hay. There‟s no straw for the roof, we have just the one room for 

father and daughter, we can still manage with palm leaves this monsoon, but my 

Mahesh will die of starvation.”‟ (Trans.: A. Sinha) 

The sharp differences in authority and compassion in the community are made clear by Gafur‟s 

meetings with the pundit Tarkaratna and the landowner Shibbabu. These individuals operate as 

counterpoints for Gafur, emphasizing his qualities in contrast to their own shortcomings. The 

disregard that Gafur and many others like him experience from society is highlighted by 

Shibbabu‟s apathy and also through Tarkaratna‟s duplicity. A fatal misunderstanding occurs at 

the story's finale when Gafur, overcome by hunger, heat, and desperation, thinks Mahesh has 

hurt his daughter Amina. He kills the bull by striking it in a fit of wrath.  This act, which is the 

result of a brief loss of control, deviates from Gafur's generally benevolent demeanour and offers 

a moving remark on the limit of human endurance. For Gafur, Mahesh's passing marks a turning 

point and causes him to dwell deeply on his own mortality. It is a turning point in his life as he is 

forced to face the harsh truths of his situation and the fallout from his choices. Readers are left 

feeling sympathetic toward Gafur by the novel, seeing the intricacy of his situation and the extent 

of his pain. Gafur proves to be a very complex and nuanced character in “Mahesh”. 

Chattopadhyay narrates a story where themes are both universal and unique to its location. 

Gafur's tale is a little representation of the human condition, capturing the pleasures and 

tragedies, as well as the virtues and vices that unite us all. Through Gafur, Chattopadhyay 

challenges readers to see past appearances and recognize the humanity that all people possess, 

regardless of their class or economic background. Gafur is a living example of the human spirit's 

resilience, and his tale serves as a potent reminder of the need for empathy and understanding in 

a society all too frequently characterized by brutality and indifference. 

In the narrative “Mahesh” by Sharat Chandra Chattopadhyay, the bull named Mahesh 

transcends his role as an animal to become a symbolically charged entity within the tale. Set in 

the pastoral heartlands of Bengal, the story employs Mahesh to embody the tribulations and 

inherent dignity of the lower caste amidst societal and fiscal oppression. Mahesh is not merely a 

beast of burden but a treasured member of Gafur‟s household, a humble farmer, and his daughter 

Amina. Representing more than agricultural utility, Mahesh is an integral part of the family, a 

beacon of economic sustenance, and a manifestation of Gafur‟s esteem and emotional bond. The 

bull‟s robustness and loyalty are reflective of his owners‟ resilience against ongoing adversities. 

As the plot progresses, Mahesh faces the harshness of the elements and the cruelty of mankind. 

His ordeal mirrors the systemic exploitation endured by the lower caste under the tyranny of the 

upper-caste landlords and financiers. The eventual demise of Mahesh serves as a sombre critique 

on the expendability of marginalized lives from the perspective of those in power. 

Chattopadhyay imbues Mahesh with a spectrum of emotions, from serenity to anguish, thus 

anthropomorphizing him and rendering his narrative universally empathetic.  

The connection shared between Mahesh and his human counterparts, particularly Amina, 

is portrayed with a delicate sensitivity, underscoring the mutual reliance shared between humans 

and their animal companions. Mahesh‟s passing marks a pivotal juncture in the story, signifying 

the collapse of Gafur‟s resolve and Amina‟s loss of naivety. It acts as a trigger for the unveiling 

of the stark caste system realities and the prevalent economic exploitation in the Indian society of 

the early 20th century. The loss of Mahesh signifies more than the death of a creature; it 
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represents a shattering of hope, the destabilization of a family, and an erosion of their collective 

honour. Through Mahesh‟s character, Chattopadhyay delivers a critique of the societal and 

economic frameworks that foster disparity and injustice. The bull‟s journey is indicative of the 

broader challenges faced by India‟s disenfranchised groups, rendering “Mahesh” a compelling 

narrative of social critique. For an elaborate dissection of Mahesh‟s character within the short 

story “Mahesh,” one might consult academic discourses and critical analyses that investigate the 

narrative‟s themes of authority, resistance, and the colonial impact. These scholarly works 

provide an exhaustive evaluation of the characters and their underlying significances, enriching 

the reader‟s understanding of Chattopadhyay‟s literary expression and the socio-political insights 

it encapsulates. 

In the classic Bengali tale “Mahesh” by Sharat Chandra Chattopadhyay, Amina stands as 

a central figure, exemplifying enduring fortitude and quiet resolve amidst trials. The backdrop of 

pastoral Bengal serves to illustrate the socio-economic tribulations and systemic injustices 

encountered by the impoverished classes under the colonial regime of the 1920s. Amina, 

offspring of the indigent weaver Gafur from Kashipur village, personifies the plight of those on 

the fringes of society, especially women constrained by a male-dominated culture. Facing 

numerous adversities, Amina is characterized by her stoic demeanour and steadfast dedication to 

her kin. Her existence mirrors the silent perseverance of myriad women who shoulder societal 

and domestic responsibilities silently. 

The story‟s core revolves around the family‟s ox, Mahesh, who symbolizes their honor 

and Gafur‟s emotional investment. The narrative intertwines the animal‟s sorrowful destiny with 

the family‟s existential battle.  

Mahesh responded by stretching his neck and closing his eyes in pleasure. Wiping 

his tears off the bull‟s back, Gafoor murmured, „The zamindar took away your 

food, leased out the grazing ground near the crematorium just for money. How 

will I save your life in this year of starvation? If I turn you loose you‟ll eat other 

people‟s hay, you‟ll spoil their trees—what do I do with you! You have no 

strength left, people tell me to sell you off.‟ No sooner had Gafoor said this in his 

head than his tears began to roll again. Wiping them with his hand, he looked 

around surreptitiously before fetching some discoloured straw from behind his 

dilapidated house and placing them near Mahesh‟s mouth, saying, „Eat up 

quickly, if not there‟ll be….‟ (Trans.: A. Sinha) 

Amina‟s tender interactions with Mahesh and her father underscore her nurturing disposition and 

her role as a guardian, a role that transcends human connections to encompass the care of their 

beloved bovine. Through Amina‟s portrayal, Chattopadhyay critiques the societal power 

structures and the distortion of authority prevalent in his era. Her muted anguish and eventual 

defiance against tyrannical entities mirror the author‟s forward-thinking stance and his 

compassion for the downtrodden. Amina‟s narrative invites contemplation on the societal 

stratifications‟ effects and the human spirit‟s tenacity against ceaseless adversity. 

To fully grasp Amina‟s portrayal, one must delve into the story‟s broader themes of 

dominance, resistance, and imperial rule. The depiction of Amina and her household offers 

insight into the daily lives of the lower caste and their perpetual fight against the exploitative 
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tendencies of the upper echelons. Through Amina‟s lens, the narrative reveals the stark caste 

system‟s brutalities and its repercussions on India‟s marginalized groups. The examination of 

Amina in “Mahesh” transcends a mere character study; it is an investigation into the shared 

experiences of those relegated to society‟s lower strata. Her courage, optimism, and indomitable 

spirit act as a potent literary device for Chattopadhyay to convey a moving commentary on the 

quest for human dignity and equity. For an in-depth analysis of Amina‟s role in “Mahesh,” 

scholarly critiques and analytical essays are recommended, as they dissect the dynamics of 

power manipulation and resistance within the plot. These academic works offer a thorough 

review of the characters and motifs, shedding light on Chattopadhyay‟s narrative craft and the 

embedded socio-political critique. 

In “Mahesh” by Sharat Chandra Chattopadhyay, the character Tarkaratna is a stark 

symbol of the repressive and avaricious nature of the upper-caste elite. The narrative, set in the 

bucolic landscapes of Bengal during the early 1900s, uses Tarkaratna to personify the deep-

seated inequities and brutal truths of the prevailing caste hierarchy. Serving as the zamindar‟s 

emissary, Tarkaratna exerts significant influence over the village populace, especially over those 

from lower social strata such as Gafur‟s family. His persona is characterized by an absence of 

compassion and a business-like coldness. He personifies the zamindar‟s dominion in the village, 

perpetuating a societal structure that favors the privileged while suppressing the impoverished.  

Everyone was shocked when they heard the details. They were certain that only the grace 

of the zamindar and the fear of punishment had prevented the abject sinner from 

committing worse trangressions. Tarkaratna was present, and provided the scriptural 

analysis of the word „go‟ for cow, enlightening everyone as to why it was forbidden to 

allow this godless race of heathens to live within village limits. (Trans.: A. Sinha) 

The exchanges between Tarkaratna, Gafur, and Amina are marked by a stark lack of empathy, 

accentuating the societal rift and misunderstanding among different castes. Tarkaratna plays a 

pivotal role in the sequence of events that lead to the heart-wrenching demise of Mahesh, the 

bull, a creature that represents the family‟s self-respect and Gafur‟s deep affection. Mahesh‟s 

demise, precipitated by Tarkaratna‟s deeds, critically highlights the callousness and apathy of the 

upper-caste toward the tribulations of those from lower castes. Chattopadhyay employs the 

figure of Tarkaratna to denounce the societal power imbalances and the corruption of authority. 

Through his depiction, the author lays bare the exploitation and financial struggles inflicted upon 

the lower castes by the usurers and the landed gentry.  

Tarkaratna‟s part in the tale is not merely that of a villain but also as a symbol of the 

systemic maladies afflicting Indian society, notably the exploitation and marginalization of the 

underprivileged. An analysis of Tarkaratna in “Mahesh” unveils the intricacies of authority and 

its misuse. It illustrates how figures like Tarkaratna, entrenched in the oppressive framework, 

contribute to the perpetuation of disparity and injustice. The story, through the lens of 

Tarkaratna‟s actions, vividly depicts the societal constructs that demand challenge and 

transformation. For an extensive exploration of Tarkaratna‟s role in “Mahesh,” academic 

critiques and analytical reviews are advisable, as they dissect the mechanisms of power exertion 

and resistance within the storyline. These scholarly contributions offer a detailed scrutiny of the 

characters and underlying themes, providing a deeper understanding of Chattopadhyay‟s 

narrative artistry and the socio-political insights it conveys. 
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