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Abstract

This Paper explores the thematic and structural parallels between Sri Aurobindo’s play
“Perseus the Deliverer” and Indian epics, particularly the Ramayana and Mahabharata. It
examines how Aurobindo synthesizes Western mythological narratives with Indian
philosophical and cultural ethos, creating a confluence of Greek and Indian traditions.
Through comparative analysis, the paper highlights shared themes of heroism, Dharma, fate,
and divine intervention.

In Perseus the Deliverer, Perseus emerges as a hero torn between resisting fate and embracing
a higher destiny, reflecting a European existential struggle. In contrast, Sri Rama in the
Ramayana embodies absolute surrender to Dharma, accepting fate even through suffering,
while Sri Krishna in the Mahabharata transcends fate, guiding Arjuna toward divine will.

Aurobindo’s reimagining of the Perseus myth reveals a deeper spiritual synthesis, suggesting
that mythologies across cultures share a common metaphysical foundation. By intertwining
Greek and Indian traditions, Perseus the Deliverer transforms classical heroism into a quest
for higher consciousness, inviting readers to perceive these ancient tales not merely as stories
of adventure, but as philosophical allegories of the soul’s journey toward divine truth.

Keywords: Sri Aurobindo, Greek Mythology, Indian Scriptures, Western Narratives,
Heroism, and Allegory.

Introduction

Sri Aurobindo, a philosopher, yogi, and poet, deeply engaged with comparative mythology
and literature, blending Eastern and Western mythological traditions to convey deeper
spiritual truths. His play Perseus the Deliverer is a fascinating retelling of the Greek myth of
Perseus, through the lens of Indian spiritual ethos, embedding it with themes of freewill,
Dharma, divine intervention, and heroism. This study explores the thematic and structural
parallels between Perseus and Indian mythological heroes like Sri Rama, Sri Krishna, Arjuna,
and Hanuman, highlighting the universal spiritual foundation underlying these epic tales.

Sri Aurobindo’s play is not a mere retelling of Greek myth but an allegory that reflects his
views on Colonialism, freedom, and spiritual evolution, Perseus is depicted as a warrior -
saviour who liberates the oppressed, akin to Indian mythological figures. Perseus is not
merely a classical Greek adventurer but a Dharma Yodha — a warrior-liberator whose
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mission transcends personal ambition, aligning him closer to Indian heroic figures. Perseus’s
mission to rescue Andromeda and overthrow the tyrant Polydectes mirrors Sri Rama’s quest
to rescue Sita and vanquish Ravana, both embodying the ideal of liberation from oppression.
Aurobindo infuses his Perseus with the spirit of Dharma (righteousness), positioning him as a
liberator of the oppressed, echoing the nationalist undertone of his time.

“Justice is the sword of the gods, and I am its bearer.”

Heroism and Dharma: Perseus and Sri Rama

Perseus and Sri Rama share a common role as deliverers of justice. Rama represents a more
structured Dharma-bound - ideal, whereas Perseus embodies a more individualistic Greek
Heroic tradition. However, Sri Aurobindo’s Perseus is closer to Rama in his role as a liberator
of oppressed people, reflecting the nationalist undertone.

Both Perseus and Sri Rama are saviours who rescue the innocent from oppression. Perseus
liberates Andromeda from the sea monster and overthrows the tyrant Polydectes, while Rama
Rescues Sita and destroys the demon king Ravana.

Perseus is aided by Zeus, Athena and Herms, just as Rama, an Avatar of Vishnu is guided by
the divine forces. Both heroes undergo trials that test their valour, Perseus must obtain
Medusa's head, while Rama undergoes exile, and fights demons and ultimately wages war
against Lanka.

Dharma Personified

Rama is the embodiment of Dharma (Righteousness) and follows strict ethical conduct, even
when it causes him personal suffering. Perseus however, is more aligned with a Greek heroic
model, where individual bravery and fate determine actions rather than a strict moral code.
Rama’s mission is cosmic — restoring Dharma in this universe. Whereas Perseus actions,
though noble, a more personal, focusing on fulfilling his destiny rather than upholding a
universal order. Rama constantly struggles with moral dilemmas like abandoning Sita for the
sake of Societal Dharma, whereas Perseus is more straightforward in his heroism acting with
less internal conflict. Sri Aurobindo’s character Perseus is more Dharmic closer to Rama
emphasizing his role as a liberator rather than a mere adventurer.
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Divine Intervention: Perseus and Sri Krishna

Perseus’s reliance on divine assistance from Zeus, Athena, and Hermes parallels the divine
guidance Sri Krishna offers Arjuna in the Mahabharata. While Krishna embodies divine will
and cosmic order, Perseus represents the human struggle against fate. However, Aurobindo’s
interpretation subtly transforms Perseus into an instrument of divine will, resembling
Krishna’s mission to restore Dharma.

Krishna’s role is much broader than that of Perseus. While Perseus is a Hero in the classical
sense, Krishna’s actions are deeply tied to divine play (Leela’s) and the larger cosmic plan.
However, Sri Aurobindo’s portrayal of Perseus carries elements of Krishna’s mission to
establish righteousness. Perseus the son of Zeus is divinely blessed with gifts to accomplish
his mission. Similarly, Krishna an avatar of Vishnu operates with divine wisdom.
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Both are warriors who destroy evil — Perseus kills Medusa and Krishna slays demons like
Kamsa and Narakasura. Perseus rescues Andromeda from the sea monster, just as Krishna
rescues Draupadi’s honour in the Kauravas court.

Krishna is a master - strategist and manipulator of destiny. He orchestrates events like the
Kurukshetra war to establish dharma. Perseus on the other hand, relies more on physical
prowess and divine weapons rather than cunning strategy. Lord Krishna shares profound
spiritual wisdom in the Bhagavat Geetha, guiding warriors with divine insight. Perseus lacks
this philosophical dimension and is more action-oriented. Krishna engages in Leela’s (Divine
play), enjoying and shaping the world as he wishes, while Perseus’s simply follows his
distant path without deeper existential questioning.
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“The Blessed Lord said: To you, who are free from malice, I shall now explain this most
secret knowledge, which, combined with direct realization, shall free you from all
inauspiciousness.”

Sri Aurobindo’s Perseus was not as deeply philosophical as Krishna but does take on a more
dharmic role, elevating him beyond the simple Greek hero warrior.

Inner Conflict and Spiritual Evolution: Perseus and Arjuna

Perseus’s journey also shares thematic similarities with Arjuna’s role in the Mahabharata.
Arjuna and Perseus both undertake divinely-ordained missions, but their internal experiences
diverge. Arjuna, plagued by moral dilemmas, seeks guidance from Krishna to resolve his
inner conflict, embodying the aspirant’s spiritual struggle. Arjuna is a more introspective and
Philosophical hero whereas Perseus is a more action-oriented warrior. Aurobindo’s
interpretation of Perseus aligns him more with the dharmic Yodha than a mere adventurer.
Both Perseus and Arjuna are warriors chosen to fulfil a divine mission. Perseus must defeat
Medusa and later his enemies, while Arjuna must fight in the Kurukshetra war.

Perseus is gifted with weapons from the Gods (Ethena’s shield, Hermes Sandals), just as
Arjuna receives divine weapons from Shiva, Indra and others. Both rely on celestial beings to
accomplish their mission.

Arjuna’s struggles with moral dilemmas on the battlefield, hesitating to fight against his kith
and kin. Krishna must convince him to fulfil his duty Perseus, however, lacks such hesitation
— he fights without moral doubts.
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“My delusion is destroyed, and I have regained my memory by your grace, O Achyuta. I am
firm, free from doubt, and ready to act according to your word”
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Arjuna’s war is dharmic driven where justice must be restored. Perseus fights to achieve the
heroic destiny, but his actions do not have the same cosmic significance. Arjuna undergoes
transformation evolving from doubt to spiritual enlightenment through Krishna’s guidance.
Perseus remains largely unchanged by his journey, fulfilling his destiny without inner
evolution. Aurobindo’s version of Perseus retains the heroic warrior spirit of Arjuna but does
not share his deep spiritual introspection. However, his Perseus is more than just a Greek
adventurer and his mission is more akin to Arjuna’s fight for righteousness.

Selfless Service: Perseus and Hanuman

Hanuman, the epitome of Bhakti (devotion), operates solely as an instrument of divine will,
serving Rama without personal ambition. Perseus, though rooted in individual heroism, is
subtly reimagined by Aurobindo as a liberator acting for a higher cause, reminiscent of
Hanuman'’s selfless service. z

Hanuman Surpasses Perseus in sheer devotion and spiritual significance. Perseus is an
individualistic hero, whereas Hanuman's strength comes from his selfless devotion to Sri
Rama. Aurobindo’s Perseus imbues with some of Hanuman’s selflessness by making him a
saviour of an oppressed land, Both Hanuman and Perseus perform extraordinary feats —
Perseus slays Medusa and other monsters, while Hanuman leaps across the ocean, lifts
mountains and destroys Lanka. Perseus is aided by Athena and Hermes, just as Hanuman is
empowered by Rama and various celestial beings. Perseus rescues Andromeda and Hanuman
rescues Sita and Lakshmana, Perseus fights for personal glory and destiny, while Hanuman's
actions are purely out of devotion to Rama. Perseus is a typical hero with a sense of personal
achievement, whereas Hanuman is completely egoless serving Rama with absolute Surrender,
Perseus lacks the Spiritual depth in his original Greek portrayal.

THRTSTIATCHTA Eecal o hleted ITd:
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“For the purpose of Rama’s mission, he dedicated himself completely and entered the forest.
With great speed, he leaped across the ocean and found Janaki (Sita)”

Sri Aurobindo’s interpretation of Perseus bridges the gap between Greek and Indian Ideals.
Unlike the classical Perseus, his version embodies qualities of Dharma, Heroism, and
Sacrifice akin to Rama, Krishna, Arjuna and Hanuman, Perseus in Aurobindo’s vision
becomes a protector of the oppressed like Sri Rama. He is guided by divine forces to restore
justice like Sri Krishna. He is a warrior fulfilling the mission though without the same inner
struggle like Arjuna. He becomes more than a hero — his actions are for a greater cause like
Hanuman.

Differences in the Philosophical Outlook

Sri Aurobindo’s “Perseus the Deliverer” presents a unique reimagining of the Greek myth,
blending Western classical elements with Indian philosophical and spiritual insights. When
comparing Perseus with Indian mythical heroes like Sri Rama and Sri Krishna, we observed
key differences in their philosophical outlooks, moral struggles and modes of action. Perseus
in Sri Aurobindo’s vision is a hero of action and transformation, but his heroism is rooted in
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an existential and personal quest. He is a liberator who challenges Tyranny and rescues
Andromeda. His heroism aligns with the European ideal of the loan hero who overcomes
external evil and inner doubts his actions symbolize the triumph of higher spiritual
consciousness over darkness.

Sri Rama’s heroism is deeply embedded in Dharma (Righteousness). Unlike Perseus Rama
does not act for personal glory but for a larger cosmic and social order he accepts suffering
and exile as duties rather than challenges to overcome. His battle with Ravana is not just
about physical triumph but about reestablishing divine justice (Dharma)

Sri Krishna unlike Perseus is not just a warrior but a divine strategist and cosmic guide. His
heroism is multi-dimensional — he protects Dharma, impart spiritual wisdom (Bhagavat
Geetha) and transcends moral dilemmas through divine knowledge. Perseus in contrast, is
more human and struggles with his choices.

Like Perseus, Arjuna undergoes internal conflicts before acting. However, his journey is
guided by divine wisdom (Bhagavath Geetha). While Perseus acts with courage and will,
Arjuna needs enlightenment before engaging in battle, his struggle is a philosophical crisis
about duty verses renunciation.

Hanuman represents devotion (Bhakti) and divine strength. Unlike Perseus who fights
primarily as an individual, Hanuman’s heroism is an extension of his absolute surrender to
lord Rama. His strength is not his own but a result of divine grace, whereas Perseus relies
more on personal valour.

Philosophical Distinctions: Eastern versus Western Heroism

Aurobindo’s Perseus the Deliverer illustrates the fundamental philosophical differences
between Eastern and Western heroism. Perseus, rooted in Greek tradition, is a lone hero who
overcomes fate through courage and divine aid. His mission is personal and destiny-driven,
reflecting the Western ideal of individual heroism. In contrast, Indian heroes like Rama,
Krishna, Arjuna, and Hanuman embody divine will, acting as instruments of Dharma and
cosmic order.

Rama’s heroism emerges from selfless duty, accepting exile and suffering without resistance.
Krishna transcends fate, orchestrating cosmic events to uphold Dharma. Arjuna undergoes
internal conflict, transforming through divine wisdom, while Hanuman surrenders entirely to
divine will, embodying pure devotion. Perseus, however, acts independently, shaping his
destiny through physical prowess rather than philosophical realization.

In Aurobindo’s retelling, Perseus is a man struggling against fate but also embracing a higher
destiny. His journey involves both resistance and acceptance. There is a European existential
undertone — man shaping his own fate through courage.

On the other hand, Sri Rama is entirely governed by Dharma he does not resist fate, but fully
accepts it, even when it brings sufferings. Sri Krishna is a very force that dominates fate, he
controls destiny rather than being subject to it, Arjuna initially resists his fate but through
Krishna’s teachings he surrenders to the divine will, Hanuman has no personal destiny — his
existence is a resell for Lord Rama’s mission.
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Perseus receives divine gifts but acts mostly on his own strength the Gods assist, but he is
responsible for his choices, Indian mythical heroes like Sri Rama and Sri Krishna are divine
incarnations themselves, embodying divine will rather than just receiving assistance, Arjuna
unlike Perseus is fully dependent on Krishna’s wisdom. Success in war is due to Krishna’s
guidance; Hanuman’s power is entirely as a result of his devotion to Rama he does not act
independently but as an instrument of Divine will, Perseus faces a tyrant queen and an
external monster (Medusa). His battle is with external forces of operation and darkness, the
fight is one of physical liberation.

There is a cosmic battle of Dharma and Adharma is seen in Rama verses Ravana. Ravana
represents ego, Desire, and illusion, Krishna’s conflicts are not just physical but deeply
philosophical. He dismantles falsehood using wisdom and strategy, Hanuman’s battle is a
devotional mission rather than a personal one.

Perseus represents the aspiring soul seeking transformation. His journey is psychological
overcoming fear, doubt and darkness. This aligns with Sri Aurobindo’s idea of Integral yoga,
where man Ascends towards divinity through self-Realisation, Rama is an embodiment of an
ideal man (Maryada Purushottam) teaching ethical and social values, Sri Krishna the
embodiment of divine Leela symbolizes that Transcendental wisdom, Arjuna represents the
human disciple on the path of Self- Realisation, Hanuman a symbol of Bhakti Yoga where
surrender leads to infinite strength.

Sri Aurobindo’s Perseus is a hero who represents the transformation of human consciousness,
aligning with his philosophy of spiritual evolution. However, unlike Indian heroes, Perseus is
more of an individual liberator than an upholder of cosmic Dharma, His struggle is
existential, while heroes like Sri Rama and Sri Krishna embody divine principles rather than
personal quests, Hanuman in contrast to Perseus has no independent heroism - his power
flows from devotion.

Conclusion

Sri Aurobindo masterfully bridges Eastern and Western mythology in his Dramatic poem
Perseus the Deliverer by drawing parallels between Greek and Indian mythological
traditions, reimagining Perseus as a Dharma Yodha akin to Indian mythological heroes.
Through his heroic mission, Perseus embodies elements of Rama’s righteousness, Krishna’s
divine guidance, Arjuna’s warrior spirit, and Hanuman’s selfless service. However, unlike his
Indian counterparts, Perseus remains an individualistic hero shaped by personal destiny,
lacking the profound spiritual depth of Eastern heroes. Thus, the key distinction is that the
Indian mythical heroes act as an instrument of cosmic will, whereas Perseus is a western-
style individualistic hero who raises above circumstances through courage and
transformation.

Aurobindo’s reinterpretation emphasizes universal archetypes of heroism — the quest for
liberation, triumph over evil, and divine intervention. By drawing parallels between Perseus
and figures like Rama, Krishna, Arjuna, and Hanuman, Aurobindo transcends cultural
boundaries, highlighting the underlying spiritual unity of global mythology. Through
“Perseus the Deliverer”, Sri Aurobindo forges a synthesis between East and West showing
that mythologies across cultures share a common spiritual foundation. His works invites
readers to see these myths not just as tales of adventure but as allegories of the soul’s
evolution toward divine truth.
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