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Abstract 

Cinema has the potential to shape perceptions, attitudes, and behaviours, often reflecting and 

sometimes even leading societal shifts. Addressing social issues, challenging norms, or 

promoting empathy and understanding, it has the ability to raise awareness, provoke thought, 

and inspire change on a large scale. Indian cinema has evolved and diversified its content, 

themes, and storytelling techniques. This shift is evident in the emergence of independent 

cinema, the exploration of more nuanced and complex characters, and the willingness to 

tackle previously taboo subjects. Over the years, there has been a noticeable shift in the 

representation of women in Indian cinema. Today, women characters are being portrayed as 

more multi-dimensional, independent, and empowered. They are no longer just peripheral to 

the plot but are central to the narrative, driving the story forward with agency and 

complexity. This paper will investigate the film Laapataa Ladies in context of defined 

sketches of womanhood and it ll also examine that how Bollywood cinema has been able to 

represent women s different shades through screen in a society with patriarchal values. 

Research work is secondary. This study is exploratory and the method used for research is 

qualitative.  

Keywords: Cinema, media, women, Bollywood, movies, stereotypes, mainstream, 

patriarchal. 
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Introduction 

Bollywood cinema remains highly relevant in the present age, both domestically in India and 

internationally. It continues to produce a wide range of films spanning various genres, from 

blockbuster entertainers to thought-provoking dramas. Additionally, Bollywood’s influence 

extends beyond the screen, impacting fashion, music, and cultural trends. With the rise of 

streaming platforms, Bollywood films have become more accessible to global audiences, 

further solidifying its significance in the entertainment industry.  

Bollywood cinema has played a significant role in shaping perceptions of women’s 

personalities over the years. While earlier portrayals often depicted women in traditional 

roles, there has been a noticeable shift towards more empowered and diverse representations. 

In recent years, Bollywood has produced films that showcase strong, independent female 

characters who challenge societal norms and stereotypes. Films like “Panga,” “Thappad,” and 

“Pink” have sparked discussions around gender equality, consent, and women’s rights. These 

movies challenge traditional patriarchal attitudes and shed light on the complexities of female 

identity and agency in contemporary India. Moreover, Bollywood has witnessed the rise of 

female-centric films that prioritize women’s perspectives and stories. Actresses are taking on 

roles that defy stereotypes and showcase the diverse experiences of women across different 

backgrounds and generations. Additionally, social media and digital platforms have provided 

a space for women to voice their opinions and hold the industry accountable for its 

representations and narratives. This has led to greater awareness and activism around issues 

such as pay parity, objectification, and representation both on and off-screen. Bollywood 

cinema is increasingly serving as a platform for female empowerment and consciousness-

raising, encouraging women to assert their voices, challenge societal norms, and demand 

greater representation and equality in the industry and society at large. These characters often 

display resilience, intelligence, and agency, serving as role models for audiences. Moreover, 

in past decade Bollywood has addressed important social issues such as gender equality, 

women’s rights, and empowerment through its storytelling. Additionally, the industry has 

seen an increase in female-centric films, with actresses taking on lead roles and driving the 

narrative forward. This has provided opportunities for women to explore a wide range of 

characters and narratives, breaking away from conventional stereotypes while there is still 

progress to be made in terms of representation and diversity, Bollywood cinema continues to 
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contribute to the evolving portrayal of women’s personalities, reflecting changing attitudes 

and values in society. 

Analysis:  

Laapataa Ladies (transl. Lost ladies) is a 2024 Indian Hindi-language comedy-drama film 

directed by Kiran Rao, and produced by Rao, Aamir Khan, and Jyoti Deshpande.It stars 

Nitanshi Goel, Pratibha Ranta, Sparsh Shrivastav, Chhaya Kadam and Ravi Kishan, and tells 

the story of two young brides who get exchanged during a train ride, to their husband’s 

homes.  

Laapataa Ladies is a movie that delves into multiple dimensions of Indian society, offering a 

nuanced portrayal of various social issues and cultural dynamics. The film explores themes 

such as gender inequality, societal expectations, and the quest for identity. At its core, movie 

follows the journey of three women from different backgrounds who navigate the 

complexities of life in modern-day India. Through their experiences, the movie sheds light on 

the challenges faced by women in Indian society, including patriarchal norms, domestic 

violence, and societal pressure to conform. Additionally, the film examines the 

intersectionality of identities, highlighting how factors such as class, caste, and religion 

intersect with gender to shape individuals’ experiences and opportunities. It portrays the 

struggles and aspirations of marginalized communities, emphasizing the importance of 

empathy and understanding across social divides. Moreover, it captures the vibrant diversity 

of Indian culture, showcasing various traditions, languages, and lifestyles. It celebrates the 

resilience and spirit of its characters, who navigate adversity with courage and determination 

offering a compelling exploration of Indian society, weaving together multiple narratives to 

create a rich tapestry of human experiences and emotions. Through its multi-dimensional 

approach, the film invites audiences to reflect on the complexities of contemporary India and 

the need for empathy and solidarity in building a more inclusive society. 

     The character of Phool In movie embodies resilience, courage, and defiance in the face of 

adversity. Phool, a young woman from a marginalized community, confronts numerous 

challenges throughout the film, including poverty, discrimination, and gender-based violence. 

Despite facing oppression and exploitation, Phool refuses to be silenced or subdued by 

standing up against injustice, fighting for her rights and dignity. When being called fool by 

Manju Mai Phool replies that She is not fool in fact she knows all the household chores as 

sewing, cooking etc. for that Manju Mai shakes her traditional conscience by asking “ghr jana 
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aata hai”. And there Phool has no answer. In the company of Manju Mai, Phool learns the 

value of financial independence. The hard earned money at Stall brings the priceless 

happiness and satisfaction on her face. Through the character of Manju Mai the so called 

fraud of patriarchy where women are enslaved on the name of ideal wife, sister, mother, 

daughter in law is clearly shown. Her journey is marked by moments of hardship and despair, 

but also by moments of triumph and resilience. Phool’s victory at the end of the film 

symbolizes her resilience and determination to overcome obstacles. Through her unwavering 

courage and perseverance, she not only asserts her own agency but also inspires others to 

challenge the status quo and strive for a better future. Phool’s character represents the 

strength and resilience of marginalized communities in India, highlighting their capacity to 

resist oppression and assert their humanity. Her victory serves as a powerful reminder of the 

importance of solidarity and empowerment in the struggle for justice and equality.  

Jaya’s character in movie serves as the central figure, navigating the complexities of modern 

Indian society while grappling with her own identity and aspirations. As a lead girl, Jaya 

embodies a sense of agency and independence, challenging traditional gender roles and 

societal expectations. Throughout the film, Jaya confronts various obstacles and struggles, 

including familial pressure, societal norms, and personal insecurities. However, she refuses to 

conform to narrow definitions of womanhood and instead strives to carve out her own path in 

life. Jaya’s character undergoes a transformative journey of self-discovery and empowerment. 

Jaya represents an intelligent modern woman who knows how to take advantage of the 

opportunities coming in the way. Initially she is going be pray of patriarchal society where 

her mother wants her to get married with an unworthy man. Jaya is ambitious taking her 

dreams. She wants to study further and explore organic farming. Her dreams are shattered 

until she is exchanged in train with Phool. Jaya takes this opportunity to develop herself 

moreover she also enlightens other family members especially women who are still grappled 

in the hands of patriarchal motion. Jaya motivates her sister in-law to value her art. She also 

enlightens other women for their rights and personal choices. In the company of Jaya the 

other women of the family learns to prioritize their self. She grapples with questions of 

identity, belonging, and purpose, ultimately finding strength in her own resilience and 

determination. As a lead girl, Jaya’s story highlights the importance of self-empowerment 

and the pursuit of one’s dreams, even in the face of adversity. Her character resonates with 
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audiences, inspiring them to challenge societal norms and pursue their own path to fulfilment 

and happiness.  

The movie undertaken for analysis holds significant relevance in the present age of cinema 

for several reasons:  

Representation of Marginalized Voices: The film sheds light on the experiences and 

struggles of marginalized communities, particularly women, in contemporary Indian society. 

In an era where representation and diversity are increasingly valued in cinema, movie offers a 

platform for voices that are often overlooked or marginalized. In early cinema women were 

noticeably subjected second positions. They were presented from the male point of you under 

male dominated controlled environment where they were not supposed to fight or raise voice. 

But contemporary cinema by presenting movies with female at the centre has been able to 

shatter the traditional image of women as victim 

Exploration of Social Issues: The movie addresses a range of social issues, including gender 

inequality, caste discrimination, and economic disparity. In today’s socio-political climate, 

where these issues remain pressing concerns, film serves as a catalyst for conversations 

around social justice and human rights.  

Complex Female Characters: The film features well-developed female characters that defy 

stereotypes and challenge traditional gender roles. In an industry that has historically 

struggled with representation of women, film offers nuanced portrayals that resonate with 

contemporary audiences seeking authentic and empowering narratives.  

Intersectionality: By exploring the intersection of gender with other identities such as class, 

caste, and religion, the movie offers a multi-dimensional perspective on social dynamics. 

This intersectional approach reflects the complexity of modern society and encourages 

viewers to consider the interconnectedness of various social issues.  

Empowerment and Resilience: This movie celebrates the resilience and agency of its 

characters, particularly women, who navigate adversity with courage and determination. In an 

age where empowerment narratives are increasingly valued, the film serves as an 

inspirational reminder of the strength inherent in the human spirit contributing to the evolving 

landscape of cinema by offering a compelling portrayal of contemporary Indian society and 

the human experience. Its significance lies in its ability to provoke thought, spark dialogue, 

and inspire change in the present age of cinema.  
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In “Laapataa Ladies” the dynamics between male and female characters are complex and 

multifaceted, reflecting the intricacies of gender relationships in Indian society. Power 

Dynamics is clearly witnessed in the film. Movie portrays power imbalances between male 

and female characters, particularly in relation to issues such as patriarchy, misogyny, and 

gender-based violence. Male characters often hold positions of authority and control, while 

female characters navigate the constraints and expectations imposed upon them. Despite 

these power dynamics, movie also features female characters that challenge traditional gender 

norms and assert their agency. Whether it’s Phool’s defiance against exploitation or Jaya’s 

pursuit of her dreams, the film highlights women’s resilience and determination to break free 

from societal constraints. The movie also depicts instances of supportive and egalitarian 

relationships between male and female characters. For example, there are male characters that 

stand by the women in their lives, offering encouragement and solidarity in their struggles 

against injustice and oppression. The dynamics between male and female characters are 

further complicated by intersecting factors such as class, caste, and religion. These 

intersections shape individuals’ experiences and interactions, influencing power dynamics 

and social hierarchies within the film. Throughout the movie, there is a subtle evolution in the 

perspectives of male characters towards gender equality and women’s empowerment. Some 

male characters undergo personal growth and introspection, challenging their own biases and 

assumptions about women’s roles and capabilities. Offering a nuanced exploration of male-

female dynamics, the film highlights the complexities and nuances of gender relationships in 

contemporary Indian society. Through its portrayal of diverse characters and their 

interactions, the film invites viewers to reflect on the dynamics of power, agency, and 

solidarity in gender relations.  

Throughout the film Veil has been used as symbol of patriarchal society which suppresses 

woman as an individual and enslave it as submissive creature. It represents the societal 

expectation for women to remain hidden, obedient, and submissive to male authority. The 

veil conceals their identities and restricts their freedom, highlighting the oppressive nature of 

patriarchal norms. As movie unfolds Phool is told by her aunt that once you have adorned 

veil, learn to keep eyes down which corresponds to the submission of woman in marriage. 

When Phool’s husband goes to search her he is told that “a face is everything, covering it is 

like covering everything “.  
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At the end of the film when both Jaya and Phool choose to keep their face unveiled 

deliberately symbolizes that they have embraced their true selves and recognized their 

identity and place in society.  

Conclusion: Throughout the story film invites viewers to recognize the diversity and 

complexity of women’s experiences across different socio-economic contexts and to advocate 

for greater gender equity and social justice. The film also highlights the importance of 

community support and solidarity among rural women. They come together to share 

experiences, support each other through hardships, and collectively resist injustice, 

showcasing the power of collective action and grassroots organizing. Indeed, there has been a 

noticeable and transformative shift in the portrayal and representation of women in Indian 

cinema over the years. Historically, women in Indian cinema were often relegated to 

stereotypical roles such as the virtuous mother, the sacrificing wife, or the seductive 

temptress, with limited agency or depth beyond their relationships with male protagonists. 

However, in recent decades, there has been a significant departure from these narrow 

stereotypes, leading to a more diverse and empowering portrayal of women on screen. The 

drastic change in women’s portrayal and representation in Indian cinema reflects a broader 

societal shift towards gender equality and women’s empowerment. While there is still 

progress to be made, the evolving landscape of Indian cinema offers hope for more inclusive 

and representative storytelling in the future.  
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